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President s Message
Dear Fellow Republicans, Next Meeting June 15th
| and the members of the executive board of the ~ Menu Choices:
WCCRC would like to thank Carol Carbonneau for - ~hicken Salad
her service to the club, most notably as a director, Babv Back Rib

: L ) y Back Ribs or
and chairperson for our legislative committee. Baked fish
Carol has relinquished her position as a board
member because she is moving back to her native  For reservations: Denny Curtis
New Hampshire to be with family. She continues _
to be a member in good standing, and it is hoped  {g41) ooy ors
that she will be able to get back to Florida and visit
with us from time to time.

Carol 6s departure created an openi
ecutive board, so it was my privilege to invite Lou

Spacco to re-join the club leadership. Lou was

voted upon by the executive board at our May

meeting, and will become our new Director of Com-

munications. He will be responsible for maintaining

the clubds web page, and mpilin
uting the club newsletter. Lou is a past president of
the WCCRC, and brings a wealth of experience

and expertise to our organization. Welcome back
Lou.

Ray Corcoran, President
*********************************************
: Membership Drive, Special Deal for membership meetings.

*

: We are currently starting a membership drive, and we have a special offer to
* our members: If you bring in a new member (someone or a family that has
I not been a member in the past) You and the new member eat for free!

x This is limited to one meal for the current member and one meal for the new
* member. If you have 2 in your party and 2 in the new member party only a
% total of 2 get to eat for free out of the 4. This is a 50 to 100% meal discount
: based on the number in the party.

: The new member will need to pay for the membership on the meeting night
* and then be vetted by the board to make it final but by bringing in the new
* member they enjoy an evening with fellow Republicans and a great guest
* speaker for free. Sign up your Republican friends and get a free dinner!
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The opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those of the West charlotte County Repub-
lican Club, it's Board, Officers, or Members. They represent the views of individual writ-
ers who are solely responsible for the content. Not responsible for typographical errors.

www.charlottecountygop.com Editdr Peter Watson
copterpete@comcast.r
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THE WEST GHARDLOTTE GOUNTY REPUBLIGAN GIL.LIIEB
INVITES YOl
TO GOME TO OUR BEAGH FARTY

=R M
}‘c rlf(. B3 T cf%i

Date: Jume 12, 2010

Time: 4 pam. to T pam.

Location: Englewood Gardens Club AND STAY FOR THE SUNSET!
2560 North Beach Boad e
Englewood, FL

Cost: 5500 p/p will get you food, deszert, beer,
wine, and soft drinlcs
Reszervations: Peter - 330-8318 or
copterpete@comcast.net
Nina - ninams@comeast.met

Program for June Meeting

Our June meeting will feature the candidates from Charlotte County Commission District 2, Dr.
Christopher Constance and Don McCormick. Both candidates will be speaking on the issues that
will be facing Charlotte County in the future and how they believe they can help make a differ-

ence.

The format will be,

5 min introduction for each candidate

15 min question and answer session, with the questions coming from the audience

5 min closing from the candidates
We will determine the order based on a coin flip and whoever is the 1 s! person to speak for the
introduction will be the last person to speak for the closing.

If you would like to submit a question prior to the meeting, feel free to email me at dougan-
dami@comcast.net _and it will be asked based on the order it was received.

We hope to see you there for this opportunity to meet the candidates, and THE next Commis-
sioner for District 2
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Re-Elect

KEN

ROBERSON

FOR FLORIDA HOUSE DISTRICT 71

Political Advertisement paid for and approved by Ken Roberson,
Republican, For State Representative, District 71

Upright

"Why are we drilling in 5,000 feet of water in the first place? Many reasons, but this one
goes unmentioned: Environmental chic has driven us out there. As production from the
shallower Gulf of Mexico wells declines, we go deep (1,000 feet and more) and ultra deep
(5,000 feet and more), in part because environmentalists have succeeded in rendering
the Pacific and nearly all the Atlantic coast off-limits to oil production. (President Obama's
tentative, selective opening of some Atlantic and offshore Alaska sites is now dead.) And
of course, in the safest of all places, on land, we've had a 30-year ban on drilling in the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. So we go deep, ultra deep -- to such a technological fron-
tier that no precedent exists for the April 20 blowout in the Gulf of Mexico."

--columnist Charles Krauthammer
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THE WEST CHARLOTTE COUNTY REPUBLICAN CLUB
EXTENDS A WARM WELCOME TO THE FOLLOWING
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NEW MEMBERS

Dennis & Shannon Black I Vern & Sandy Buchanan
Julie Cotton T Daniel & Juli Eisenberg I William Johnson
Ron & Steffi Molway I John Perez
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Post-Session Legislative Newsletter, May
2010

By Representative Ken Roberson
Dear Friends,

| t deattodpe back in the District again. As usual, there was a lot of rhetoric during the 2010 Legislative Ses-
sion. However, if you can look beyond the posturing, you will see a Legislature that put Floridians fir st by responsi-
bly balancing the budget with what little resources were available, passing a multi-million dollar jobs package, and

introducing an innovative solution to renewable energy.

| tno secret this session kicked off to another rocky start - with the reality of a $3 billion shortfall in revenue. This
meant more tough decisions and looking for additional ways to reduce expenses while continuing to provide the
critical services you expect from your state government. | am very pleased we were able to meet the budget goals
with the most open and transparent process to date. The Legislature worked hard to restore your trust in the
budget process, and to make sure you knew we were being responsible with your money. | am happy to report
there are NO NEW TAXES OR FEES in the 2010-2011 budget!

Even in tight fiscal times, the Legislature increased per-student funding in our schools by $111 million over current
amounts, promoted safer communities by ensuring that criminals will be brought to justice and remain in prison,
and increased our overall healthcare funding. We have worked hard to make responsible decisions that should
help place Florida in the best position possible for growth and prosperity once the economy recovers.

Our top priority this Session was continuing to recharge Florida 6 economy and putting Floridians back to
work. The Legislature passed a $203 million jobs package (over 3 years) designed to make our state more eco-
nomically competitive and encourage companies to invest in our state and hire Floridians.

Additionally, after two years of hard work, the 911 bill finally passed. | was proud to be the House sponsor of Sen-
ate Bill (SB) 742. Most everyone is aware of the tragic 2008 abduction and murder of 21 year-old Denise Amber
Lee of North Port. This senseless tragedy, among others, confirmed the need to improve Flori d a fl systém. SB
742 requires 911 call takers and dispatchers to take a Public Safety Telecommunications Training Program and
pass an examination for certification. Funding will come from an existing 50 cents per month charge on your phone
bill already designated for 911. Public safety is a core mission of government, and keeping Floridians safe is one of
my highest priorities. The Legislature worked hard this session, even within our tight budget, to accomplish this
goal. | would like to thank the Denise Amber Lee Foundation, the Lee Family, and all of the stakeholders who
came together on this important public safety issue.

As always, | appreciate the opportunity to serve you. Please feel free to contact me with any questions or con-
cerns. You can call my district office or e-mail me directly at ken.roberson@myfloridahouse.gov.

Energy

This year, the Legislature continued to support policies that will promote the development of renewable resources
and the job-creating benefits that growing the economic sector can bring. However, because of our limited re-
sources and to better protect taxpayer dollars, we had to be creative in how we addressed energy solutions.

House Bill 7179 involves Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) financing, a no-cost to taxpayers, nho-mandate,
consumer opt-in approach to bring clean energy technology to homeowners and businesses.



mailto:ken.roberson@myfloridahouse.gov

The development of PACE programs begins with providing local governments the flexibility to, together or individu-
ally, craft loan programs for homeowners or businesses that can be used to pay for improvements like photo-voltaic
solar panels, high efficiency water heaters, and storm hardening improvements. These loans can be repaid over
various periods of time depending on the loan, and they can be repaid as part of the homeowner s@roperty tax bill.
These programs, and the loans themselves, will be completely voluntary. Local governments can choose whether
to develop the program, and homeowners can choose whether to participate in a locally provided program. No
taxpayer or utility ratepayer will be asked to help pay for another homeowner Gnsprovements.

Because of PACE, more people will be able to afford to make energy efficiency and storm hardening improvements
to their homes because they will be able to avoid the upfront costs that often act as a barrier to consumers. As a
result of PACE, market demand for these products will likely increase, and market growth can lower costs and help
create real jobs for Floridians.

Education

We have made great strides in improving education for Florida &students since voters passed the Class Size Re-
duction Amendment in 2002, but now that we are entering into full the implementation stage, school districts are
facing the realities of harsh inflexible caps. This November, voters will be asked to give school principals flexibility
within the requirements to avoid unintended consequences of the amendment - such as having to move students
between teachers mid-year, rezoning school districts, or busing students to schools with available classroom
space. | believe by going back to the voters to help right size the Class Size Amendment, we can maintain the in-
tegrity of the voter s@vishes by providing smaller class sizes, but also give school districts the flexibility so they can
provide consistency to maximize student learning in their schools and classrooms.

Florida is a national leader in education reform, and this year, the Florida House continued the charge. Last year,
99.7% of teachers in the state earned a i atisfactorydevaluation, yet 50% of our high school students, 35% of our
middle school students and 30% of our elementary students did not make a year& worth of educational pro-
gress. Clearly the current evaluation system does not reflect what matters most in education: our student learning
gains. If our students are not receiving the knowledge they need, then we must consider other ways to help them
achieve success.

In order to better prepare our students to enter an ever growing global economy, we are raising standards, de-
manding accountability and offering innovative solutions. Without quality teachers, we cannot hope to provide the
guality education our students deserve.

Health Care

The issue of health care has been one of great discussion over the past year. While much of the discussion has
been about what has been going on in Washington, health care has also been an important issue here in Flor-
ida. Florida ¥major healthcare program is Medicaid, which provides care to certain low income individuals and
families. With the cost of health care rising, Medicaid spending makes up 28% of the entire state budget this
year. By 2014, it is expected to consume 33%. With the costs continuing to spiral out-of-control, the current
Medicaid system is unsustainable.

In an effort to control the rising costs of the program while improving quality of patient care, the House approved a
plan that would transition the program into a fully integrated managed care plan statewide where participants in
the program would have several health plans to choose from to fit their individual health needs. Although the Sen-
ate did not consider our Medicaid reform plan this year, we worked successfully in a bipartisan manner and hope
to achieve success next session.

We were able to preserve funding for some of Florida 6 s st wutmerable populations. The Medically Needy and
MEDS AD program - which helps pay for medical bills and life saving prescription drugs to Floridians that would
otherwise not be able to afford them - were fully restored. Also, critical hospitals that serve the developmentally
disabled and children were exempt from Medicaid rate reductions.

Additionally, funding was continued at current levels for community-based services for the elderly allowing them
to age in their own homes and communities rather than being forced into a nursing home.




Ex-Florida GOP chairman Jim Greer arrested on 6 felony charges

BY MARC CAPUTO

HERALD/TIMES TALLAHASSEE BUREAU

Jim Greer, the big-spending former chairman of the Republican Party of Florida, was arrested Wednesday morn-
ing and charged with six felony counts in connection with a secret consulting contract he struck with the party,

state police said.

Greer, 47, and former party executive director Delmar Johnson used a ““shell company" called Victory Strategies
to raise money from the party for ““personal enrichment," said Bill Shepherd, Florida's statewide prosecutor.

Johnson was a cooperating withess and struck a plea deal.

Greer was charged with money laundering, committing a scheme to defraud and four theft charges. The theft
charges carry a maximum five-year prison sentence. The others call for a maximum 30-year prison term.

Greer's arrest was the first made by a statewide grand jury examining public corruption, which was called for by
Gov. Charlie Crist, who personally picked Greer to lead the Republican Party of Florida.

Greer, pressured to resign from the party in February, has been under FDLE investigation since spring after new

party leaders discovered the Victory Strategies contract.
While Greer took shots from numerous rank-and-file Republicans, Crist stood firmly by him.

Sometimes, you're disappointed by people,” Crist said Wednesday, calling the incident ““disappointing and sur-
prising." Asked if he bore any blame for Greer's troubles, Crist said, | do not feel complicit." About 45 minutes
before Greer's arrest, authorities informed Crist by telephone. Greer was picked up at his Oviedo home -- and
accidentally cut himself while shaving. Two banks connected to Greer, SunTrust and United Legacy Bank, were

searched along with Greer's home.

Greer started to lose control of the party as Republican John McCain's presidential campaign floundered in the

must-win state of Florida.

As Crist's fortunes sank over the following months, so did Greer's. Meantime, word of big-spending on party
American Express cards bedeviled Republicans, leading Greer to cut his AmEx card to stem the criticism. Greer
charged about $500,000 on his card -- a fraction of what other party officials rang up.

Greer has long maintained he was innocent of all accusations and was a scapegoat for party leaders. Greer sued
the party for failing to honor a $124,000 severance agreement. The secret Jan. 4 agreement was signed by party
and legislative leaders, and said, ~"All RPOF expenditures made during Chairman Greer's term as RPOF Chair-

man were proper, lawful, appropriate."

In his lawsuit, Greer also accused his successor, St. Augustine Sen. John Thrasher, future Senate President Mike

Haridopolos and future House Speaker Dean Cannon of using intermediaries to offer him ““hush money."
All have denied Greer's accusations as “groundless" and “outrageous."

Shepherd and FDLE Commissioner Gerald Bailey suggested they weren't examining Cannon, Haridopolos or
Thrasher, who previously had called Greer a “criminal."




“What we're focused on is Victory Strategies," Shepherd said.

Federal prosecutors are also examining party activities under the watch of Greer and Crist, who recently left the
Republican Party amid a bitter U.S. Senate primary that he was expected to lose.

A major party and Crist fundraiser, Scott Rothstein, pleaded guilty to a $1 billion Ponzi scheme in which he was
accused of funneling ill-gotten gains to unnamed politicians. And one-time Crist contributor and Republican fund-
raiser Alan Mendelsohn has been indicted in an unrelated corruption scheme.

The state probe of Greer was launched after an internal party audit unearthed evidence of the party consulting
contract struck by Greer and his hand-picked former executive director, Johnson.

The party audit showed that Greer owned 60 percent of the company and Johnson owned the remaining 40 per-
cent.

Greer authorized the contract to let Johnson take a 10 percent commission on all dollars he raised for the party
coffers. It totaled $133,005 for 2009, with an additional $66,250 for other consulting services.

Crist says it’s lonely and depressing running
as an Independent. People he thought
were friends have tumed fiercely against him.

Most staffers left so his sister makes a
weak effort to run his lackluster campaign.
What has angered many who might have
helped him is his nose thumbing at trusting
supporters who requested their donation
back. Crist insults or laughs at these good
hearted folks. This says a lot about him.

Greer is Crist’s best friend and closest confidant and was hand picked by
Crist to head Florida’s GOP. He was arrested and charged today and put
in Seminole County Jail.
Charged with illegal activity
as have been several of
Crist’s confidants and big
donors.
We can only assume that
due to Crist and Greer’s
tight alliance, Crist had to
have known what Greer
was doing. But, so far,
Jim Greer Crist has not been charged
57299XX2B678 that we know of.




On The Campaign Trall

Paula Dockery withdraws from gubernatorial campaign

Republican gubernatorial candidate and State Senator Paula Dockery (R-Lakeland) has abandoned her longshot
campaign for governor.

Dockeryds campaign has been stuck in first gear since

ago.

Since announcing, Dockery has had a lackluster fundraising performance. As something of a maverick in the
state legislature, Dockery was never embraced by the G.O.P. establishment or the lobbyists and other moneymen
who can make a statewide campaign a success.

Then last month former Columbia/HCA CEO Rick Scott of Naples entered the race and poured an estimated $5

Jeb Bush endorses Rubio

Former Florida Governor Jeb Bush has endorsed Marco Rubio for the U.S. Senate. The two will campaign to-
gether for the first time this Friday night at the Pasco County Reagan Day Dinner.

"Washington is broken, and Marco Rubio is the only candidate in this race that I trust to help fix it," said

Bush. "He is a bright, passionate and principled eader who approaches public service with a servant's heart and
a reformer's detail for policy. Reforming Washington will not be easy and will require leaders who stay true to
their principles even when the odds are stacked against them. The last thing the Senate needs is another politi-
cian who has to take a poll to make a decision.

"With Marco, what you see is what you get. You can trust him to look you in the eye and tell you where he
stands. And most of all, you can trust that his principles will not change every time the political winds shift direc-
tion.

"This White House and this Congress are taking our nation in the wrong direction. | hope all Floridians will ask
themselves whether they want their next Senator to be a rubber stamp for the Obama agenda, or to stand up to it
and offer a clear conservative alternative. | am proud to endorse Marco Rubio for Senate and pledge to do every-
thing | can to make sure he is elected this November," Bush concluded.

Welcoming Bush's endorsement, Rubio said, "Governor Bush's passion for public service, policy-making and his
courage to proudly stand for deeply held principles were an inspiration to me during my years in Tallahassee and
have continued guiding me in this race since | launched my campaign a year ago today. For six years, | had the
privilege of working hand and hand with Governor Bush to advance an agenda of bold ideas that reformed Flor-
ida's tax system, brought greater accountability and choice to our schools, and promoted free enterprise. | am
humbled and honored to have earned his support in this race.

"The positive impact of Governor Bush's service to Florida is immeasurable, as is his impact on my own life and
career. Jeb's idea-driven, reform-based approach to governing will continue serving as a model for me when |

arrive in Washington and get to work on policy-making that revitalizes our limited government, free market econ-
omy. He is someone who has demonstrated how leaders can work across the aisle and get things done without

s h



Jeb Bush Endorses Bill McCollum

By: Jim Meyers

Former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush is endorsing Bill McCollum for governor in the Sunshine State, lauding him in a

new TV ad released this week as a #dprNMcn@alplluend, cFolnosreird
general, is campaigning to succeed Charlie Crist, who is running forthe Senate. . | n a vi deo on Mg
campaign website, Bushsays;, i Tough ti mes require proven | eadershi plf

tive with a record of dqoiBigl wWwhatovecoveghedfoeaFl pr $aacq(

|l eading the charge to stop President Obamaédés healthcare

jobs, reform government and cut wasteful spending. , iSupport my f r i & ithdkinB ofkdlid Mc Co
|l eader Fl oriMte&Colddeads .faces a primary challenge from b
financial officer, Alex Sink, is expected to be the Democratic nominee in the general election. , But Bushds
man who was elected Floridaés attorney gener al in 20
taxcuts., Mc Col Il um recently has |l ed the I egal effort seek}{
bill declared unconstitutional. Thirteen other state attorneys general across the United States have joined his suit.
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Obamads I 1 Il egal Aliten Aunt | G

by Stephan Tawney on Mon, May 17, 2010 at 3:29 pm

Sheds been in the country illegally and living on t
Onyango wono6t be punished for her complete and tota
stead, sheds been grant elbsdfapuesheplevat us. Why? She

heg t a
| ;

Two sources tell CNN t hat President Obamads aunt , Zei tun

Sheds unempl oyed, -subsidizzdshousing, hasaoxepstayea her temporary visa issued in
2000, and for six years has defiedcourt -or dered deportation. But now all Wi ||
allowed to remain in her taxpayer -subsidized housing, without so much as holding a part -time job, be-
cause her nephew is Barack Obama.

Sheds t he p ofertthe ObamaoAdraimstration. Unemployed, leaching off the successful, ignor-
[ |l aw, and then being rewarded for it. Welcome|to

According to my sources, the Bush administration issued a 72 -hour cease -and-desist order to all fugitive
apprehension teams to spare Obama embarrassment over his Kenyan half -aunt, Zeituni Onyango. The
Associated Press had reported on Nov. 1 that Onyango was a deportation evader i one of an estimated
700,000 illegal alien absconders who have ignored orders from immigration judges to leave the country.

The wire report mentioned that the Department of Homegl an

directive within I mmigrations and Customs Enforcementg re
election to be approved at |l east at the | evel of I CE|reg
But the politicized order was even worse than the AP|rep

slowed down for public relations reasons and fear of a media backlash. The process was completely fro-
zen.

An | mmi gration and Customs Enforcement source familiar w
fugitive operations group throughout the U.S. was told to stand down until after the election from arrest-
ing or transporting anyone out of the U.S. This was done to avoid any mistakes of deporting or arresting
anyone who could have a connection to the election, i.e., anyone from Kenya who could be a relative. The
decision was election -dr i ven. 0

Another source close to ICE operations in a southern California field office confirmed that immigration

of ficials there recei Thedasonhheyircladadkall afficas e the lSwas to sfiow
that they were not targeting the district Office where Aunti lived. They donét want to pigk h
take and cause a big problem. o

In other words, the Bush Department of Homeland Security determined that protecting Barack Obama
from the negative publicity surrounding a potential arrest of his illegal alien aunt was more important to
the general welfare of the country than tracking down untold numbers of deportation absconders who
received an extra three -day pass last week. DHS refuses to comment publicly about the case.



http://amerpundit.com/2010/05/17/obamas-illegal-alien-aunt-granted-legal-status/
http://twitter.com/stevebruskCNN/status/14172617937
http://michellemalkin.com/2010/05/17/awaiting-auntie-zeituni-onyangos-fate/

Opinion in Brief

By: Ed Meese, former U.S. Attorney General

"First and foremost, any nominee to a lifetime appointment to the United States Supreme Court must demonstrate
a thorough fidelity to apply the Constitution as it was written, rather than as they would like to re-write it. Given
Solicitor General Kagan's complete lack of judicial experience, and, for that matter, very limited litigation experi-
ence, Senators must not be rushed in their deliberative process. Because they have no prior judicial opinions to
look to, Senators must conduct a more searching inquiry to determine if Kagan will decide cases based upon
what is required by the Constitution as it is actually written, or whether she will rule based upon her own policy
preferences.

Though Ms. Kagan has not written extensively on the role of a judge, the little she has written is troubling. In a law
review article, she expressed agreement with the idea that the Court primarily exists to look out for the 'despised
and disadvantaged.' The problem with this view -- which sounds remarkably similar to President Obama's fre-
guent appeals to judges ruling on grounds other than law -- is that it allows judges to favor whichever particular
client they view as 'despised and disadvantaged.'

The judiciary is not to favor any one particular group, but to secure justice equally for all through impartial applica-
tion of the Constitution and laws. Senators should vigorously question Ms. Kagan about such statements to deter-
mine whether she is truly committed to the rule of law. Nothing less should be expected from anyone appointed to
a life-tenured position as one of the final arbiters of justice in our country."

Just go to Facebook.com and search for West Charlotte County Republican Club.
ace oo This site was created by our First Vice President Doug Tucker who also does the
° maintenance and updates. & Thanks Doug!

Visit our facebook page.



http://www.facebook.com/search/?q=offical+florida+tea+party&init=quick

Morris: The Incompetent President

By Dick Morris and Eileen McGann  June 2, 2010

Conservatives are so enraged at Barack Obama's socialism and radicalism that they are in-
creasingly surprised to learn that he is incompetent, as well. The sight of his blithering and
blustering while the most massive oil spill in history moves closer to America's beaches not
only reminds one of George W. Bush's terrible performance during Katrina, but calls to mind
Jimmy Carter's incompetence in the face of the hostage crisis.

America is watching the president alternate between wringing his hands in helplessness and
pointing his finger in blame when he should be solving the most pressing environmental prob-
lem America has faced in the past 50 years.

We are watching generations of environmental protection swept away as marshes, fisheries,
vacation spots, recreational beaches, wetlands, hatcheries and sanctuaries fall prey to the oil
spill invasion. And, all the while, the president acts like a spectator, interrupting his basketball
games only to excoriate BP for its failure to contain the spill.

The political fallout from the oil spill will, indeed, spill across party and ideological lines. The
environmentalists of America cannot take heart from a president so obviously ignorant about
how to protect our shores and so obstinately arrogant that he refuses to inform himself and
take any responsibility.

All of this explains why the oil spill is seeping into his ratings among Democrats, dragging him
down to levels we have not seen since Bush during the pit of the Irag War. Conservatives may
dislike Obama because he is a leftist. But liberals are coming to dislike him because he is not a
competent progressive.

Meanwhile, the nation watches nervously as the same policies Obama has brought to our na-
tion are failing badly and publicly in Europe. When Moody's announces that it is considering
downgrading bonds issued by the government of the United States of America, we find our-
selves, suddenly, in deep trouble.

We have had deficits before. But never have they so freaked investors that a ratings agency
considered lowering its opinion of our solvency. Not since Alexander Hamilton assumed the
states' revolutionary war debt has America's willingness and ability to meet its financial obliga-
tions been as seriously questioned.

And the truth begins to dawn on all of us: Obama has no more idea how to work his way out of
the economic mess into which his policies have plunged us than he does about how to clean
up the oil spill that is destroying our southern coastline.

Both the financial crisis and the oil comes ever closer to our shores -- one from the east and
the other from the south -- and, between them, they loom as a testament to the incompetence
of our government and of its president.




And, oddly, to his passivity, as well. After pursuing a remarkably activist, if misguided and fool-
hardy, agenda, Obama seems not to know what to do and finds himself consigned to the roles
of observer and critic.

America is getting the point that its president doesn't have a clue.

He doesn't know how to stop the oil from spilling. He is bereft of ideas about how to create jobs
in the aftermath of the recession. He has no idea how to keep the European financial crisis
contained. He has no program for repaying the massive debt hole into which he has dug our
nation without tax increases he must know will only deepen the pit.

Some presidents have failed because of their stubbornness (Lyndon Johnson and George W.
Bush). Others because of their character flaws (Bill Clinton and Richard Nixon). Still others be-
cause of their insensitivity to domestic problems (George H.W. Bush). But now we have a
president who is failing because he is incompetent. It is Jimmy Carter all over again.

Who would have thought that this president, so anxious to lead us and so focused on his spe-
cific agenda and ideas, would turn out not to know what he is doing?




